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An Account of fome Books.

I, & 1L Memoires pour ferviral Hiftoire Natuvelle des A 1 i-
MAUX : To which s joyned another Tract totally differcar,
entitnled, La MESUWRE de la TERR E. 4 Varis,
de I lmprimerie Royale, 1671, in fol.

Great part of thefe two Treatifes haviag been aircady

A given anaccount of in Numb.49.and 112, 0f thele Tra&i:,
as they there came to our hands ; we fhall now only take notice
of what we could not do formerly , becaufe there were not thes
defcribed fo many Animals, asthercare now ; and,as to the Ac-
count of the New Meafure of the Earth , we then had it ar the
fecond hand in writing un-printed.

But before I defcend to particulars, I think, it will not Le
amifs toacquaint the Readers (who will fiad it very difficutto
cet any Copies of thefe Books,) with part of the Iutrodudtion ,
premiftd by the Lluftrious Authors to their Otfervations con-
cerning the Animals examined by them; which examen they ovn
to have wmade as they are a Ropal Academy and Body, inftitaed by
his Majefty of L7amce for the {inprovement of Sciences.

They fay then, that that which they bear thewfelves moft upon
in thefe Memoires, (as they cali them) is, the uncontroulable Tee
ftimony they give toa certain and known Truth.  For dhey werz
not the work of one particularman, who may fuffer himfelf o
Le prevented by hisown opinion; whe doth not calily apprehent!
but what confirms the {irft thoughts he hath envertain’d, for whici:
he hath as great anindu'gence, asa parent hath for his children
who is tot contradied in the Liberty he gives himfe!f 1o deliver
whatever he fhall judge capable to bring lufire to his work s and,
ina word, who confiders lefs the truthof matter of fa&t, thun
fine drefs, which he adds to it and forms himfelf, of certain pa
eularities, which he fuppofes, or difguifes, to make them ferve b
rurn 5 infomuchthat he wouid not be well pleafed o icarn fuch
Truths and to make fuch Experiments as fhould ruine a fine {pun
ratiocination.  But fuch Inconveniencies, as thefe, they fay , are
not incident to thefe Memosres, which containnomatter of fadt buz
fuch as hath been verified by a whole Affembly, compoled of e
fons who have Eyes to fee fuch chings as thefle, otherwife than ths
greatelt parc of the reft of the world, and that have Hands to
fearch into them vith more dexterity and fucceft ; whs {re very
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well what is, and who will hardly be made to fee what is not ; wh,
do not ftudy fomuch to find things new, as to examine thofe well
that are pretended to have been found ; and to whom the very
affurance of having been deceived in fome Obfervation, gives
Jittle lefs fatisfa@ion, than a curious and nnportant Difcovery :
Somuch, (shey affsrens) doth the Love of certainty prevail a-
boveany other thing. Now this Love, (they add ) isfomuch the
ftronger, as it meets with no combat from any other intereft ; for-
afinuch as the vain giory, which the fuccefs of an ingenious iliu-
fion might Ly a {urprize have carried away , would be to thema
very finall thing , it being divided between fomany perfons thae
doa'l contribute to this work, efther by the propofitions that each
of them makes of new things which he difcovers, or by his clear-
ing up of the Difcoveries made by orhers, in examining themas
others do examine his, with fucha watchful care as a little emu-
Jationnever fails to ftir up amongft Phiiofophers: So that, in ajl
appearance, fuch mattersas have pafled fo firiét a trial as thefe,
are excmp: fromall deceitand falli y.

Having thus in‘roduced their Libours, and intimated withal,
that they have chiefiy given an account of the Internal parts of the
Animals here exhibited,now and then only adding fome Reflexions
upen particularities that might deferve them, yet no otherwife
than an Effay,and the Firft frui's of that Crop, that one day may
be reaped froma whole Magazzen of fuch Obfervations @ Having,
I fay, doncthis, they give us the Anatomical Defcripiions theme
felves of 13 fpecies of Exotic Anima's ; of which Tive (viz. a
Cameleon, Caftor, Dromedary, Bear, and Gazelle,) were formerly
publithed, and deferibed by the fame Per(ns,in a Book in guarts,
printed at Paris 1669 ; which now are reprinted here in a more
magnificent wanner, and augmened wi h the number of Eiphe
fpecies, whichare, two Lions and a Lionnef§, a Chat Pard (fuppe-
fed o becngendred by a Leopard and a Sow-catt,) a Sea-fox, a
Lupus Cervariss or Lynx, an Otter, a Civci cat, an Elke, and a.
Coati <7 londi of Drafil.

Firfs, key difcourfe of #wo Lions and one Lionneff; and,among
other obfervatinns , they rake noiice from divers circumftances,
that oric of the two Ma'le-Lions (ickried of a Surfet ; they having
been infirn’d, that fome months before hedied he wouldnot only

not come out of his lodge, but hardly eat ; and that therefore fome
' remedies
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remedies were order'd for him, and among the reft, notto eat any
other flefh but that of young Animals, and to eat them alive,
To which his Keepers (to render this food the more delicate for
him)added the extraordinary preparationof fleaing Lambs alive,
and to let him eat divers of thofe 5 which at firft recover’d him,
by reftoring his appetite and fome chearfuinefs. But yer, fay they,
this food inall appearance bred too much blood, and fuchas was
too fubtile for this Animal, to which Nature hath not given the in-
duftry or careof fleaing thofe Creazures it feedson ; 1t being cre-
dible, that the hair, wool, feathersand fhells, which all Animals
of prey devour, are a kind of ncceflary correuf to keep them
from filling themfelves by their greedine(s with too fuccuient a
food.

Nexz, comes the Chat- Pard,wherein they chiefly note the defet
of Spermatick veflels y and of other parts abfclutely neceffary to
generation,which they found did not proceed from caftration,but
from fome other caufe : Where they take occalion to obitrye,that
the Sterility, which is ordinary infome of thofe Animals that are
born of two different fpecies,muft have in this fubje& a very parti-
cular caufe. For, ey they, that which renders Mules fterile, is not
the defet of any of the Organs neceflary to generation, in regard
that the difference which may be found in the conformation of the
matrix of a Mare and of that of a She- Affe cannot,as fome pretend,
be a groundof this caufe of frerility ; the Mare, in which fome-
thing is deficient that is found in the She-Affe, not being deftitute
of any of the parts abfolutely neceffary to engender , becaufe it
doth engender 3 and the difference of the organs being not the
caufe of barrennefs, forafinuch as the difterence of organs, which
is between the fpecies of Horfesand Affes, hinders not the breed-
ing of Mules, which do iffue from the mixture of thofe two fpecies.
Whence 4riftotle, following émpedocles, imputes this detet only to
the Temperament of thofe Animals, whofe parts have contralted a
hardnefs that renders them incapable to contribute to a new mix-
ture: Sothat, if it betrue, thatmoflt of the Animals, whichare
bornof the mixture of two kinds, are notwithftanding fruitful,
they are inclined to believe, that the conformation of this
Chat- Pard was peculiar and accidentalyand that the defe& of the
parts which it wanted,and which made it uncapable of engendring,
proceeded not from that mixture of fpecies’s,which by changing the
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Conformation of the parts cannot fo {poil the fame as to render it
unfit for the fun&ions, and is yet lefs capable to makea Muril;zi-
on; but may moreeafily caufe fonie vice In the Temperament ,
which is a very natural fequel of mixmrfz; and laftly , that 'tis
probable, that if the Mule be theonly Animal, which the confu-
fion of fpecies renders fterile,there is fomething particular inthofe
Animals that haveengendred it, whichis not found in others; and
that is perhaps, as Ariffatle thinks , the hardaefs of the matrix in
Mares and Afles, whichlike an Earthis rendred fterile by drinefs
whereas that reafon hath no place in Leopards, Foxes and others,
which are Animals fecond enough to tranfinit to thar off-fpring
the ftrong difpofitions they have for generation, notwithftanding
the refiltance which the mixture of different fpecies’s may bring.

The Third is the Sea- Fox,in wholt: ftomach they found a branch
of the Sea-herb Varee, and a Fifhor five inches leng, withouits
head, feaies, skinand Loweis, at! havicg been confumed, except the
mufeulous fiefh,which was yet entive. Andas to its Guts, they
obferve, that the Upper part of them had a peculiay firucture,and,
inftead of the ordinary circumvoiutions of Guts, the cavity of
thefe was diftingifh’c Ly many tranfvers feparations, compofed
of the mewbransof the tntelbin turned inwards, which feparati-
ons weve half an inchdiftant fiom oneanother ) and wrn'd heli-
cally like aSnail-flel's which may be taken for a caule thar the
iood is Traied and a long while a pafing, though the way be fhort
enouglh.

The fourth is the Female Lyax, whichiscne of the animals,thae
have fhort Gurs, of which kind the Lion is alio oney, whofe Guts
they found hardy longer than three times the length of hisbody
‘Which argaes {endy digeftionand great voracity.

The fifth is the Otrer , the difference of which from the Caffor
they have very carefully ubferved ; as they havealfo the pecaliar
connexion of the Spleenof the Orter, which they fay is different
from that of almoft all other animals, in which that wifeus is pene-
rally falired to the flomach, whereasin this Otter it was faft to the
Epipioon. And as to aforamen ovale, they found no appearance in
this Ozzer, that it had ever had a hole that could give paffage to
tke blood from the venacava into the arteria venofa; which, they
fay, agrees well enough with that remark, whichall the Ancients
have made, wiz, that the Otter is conftrain’d from time to timero
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rifeabove the water tobreath ; which a Caffer doth not, as havirg
a far greater facility to be a long while without refpiration.

Theﬁxtb is the Crvet-Car, which they were glad they had the
opportunity to compare with a Gaffor , forafinuch as thofe two
Animalsagree in thofe organs that are very peculiar to them, which
are the receptacles wherein that liquor is colleéted thatis fo ce-
markable for its fcent, but is very fweet in the one, and very uy-
pleafing in the other. Which made them fearch, whether there was-
not fome particular reafon of this diverfity of finell 5 but to thew
it appear’d not that there was any other caufe than the diverfity of
the Temperament of thefe Animals, the Cives-Cat being hot and
dry, drinking little, and living in hotand dry Countries; but
the Gaflor, living now in the Water, then upon the Earth,and being
a very moift Creature, hath not keat enough to conce® and per-
fe& irs humidity.

They had,it feems,two of theft Cars,a Male and a Female,w hick
were fo like one another cutwardly, that there was not fo much as
any diftin&ion of ftx thatappeared ; the Male,upon the difft&ion,
being found to have its genitals hid and fhut up within,and the ve (s
fel that contains the odoriferous Jiquor being altogether alike in
both. Which veffel isa pouch or fack under the amus,not under the
tail, as Ariflotle puts it in his Hyena (which they make the fame
with the Civet-Cat,) and isdifferent from the mazrix 3 both very
accurately defcribed by them. Asto the oderifersus liquor, they
found it come forth, in the Male as well as the Fema'e, outof a
great number of glanduls that are between the two coats that com-
pofe the pouches,which were in the Male very large,and very fma'l
in the Females the Maleyielding alfo a Civet more pleafing than
the Female, though Authors generally affirm the contrary.  They
found niot, that the fmell of the Civet becomes more perfeét by
being kept a while, nor that it is of anoffenfive finell whennew, as
Amat, Lufitanus affirms ; this finell not feeming o them better afeex
a years time, thanat the time of the diffe&ion.

The feventh is the Elk, of which they ¢xamine very follici-
toufly its Claws,together with the tradicionof this Animals curing
it felf of the Epilepfy (to which 'tis faid to be very {ubjedt) by
putting cneof his feet into his Ear ; whence the Claw of trat
foot is alfomuch celebrated among the walpar,as a fpecifick again(t

that diftemper, Of its Erain they takenotice, that the glendula
pinealis
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pinealss therein was of an extraordinary bignefs, and confider, that
Lions, Bears, and other bold and fierce Animals have that part fo
very fmall that 'tis hardly difcernable, and that the fame is exceed-
ing big in thofe that are very timorous,as the Elk ; this Animal be-
ing efteemed to be fo fearful, that it evendies of fear when it hath
received the {lighteft wound, it having been obferv’d, that it never
furvives when it feethany of its own blood.

The eighth and laft isthe Coati Mondi, a Brafilian Animal, re-
corded by Margravius,Laet, and others, in whofe books the de-
feription of that Animal differs only in the defeription here
made of it, that in the former the Authors defcribe not their zeerh,
which have a peculiar conformation, nor the fpurs-on their feet ;
and that they make the length of its zasd much longer than the
whole body ; which in this Coatz of our Authors, was but fhort in
comparifon ; but may have been eaten off by the Animal it felf,
forafinuch as De Laet faith , that this kind of Creatures are wont
to gnaw their z4sl, and fometimes quite off; which when they do
they die of it.

So much of one of thefe Treatifes: The other, being a New and
with great accuratenefs pecformed Menfuration of the Earth, hath
been largely defcribed, abovea year fince, in Numb. 112 of thefe
Tradts, to which we fhall refer the Curious Reader.

III. BRITANNILA ANTIDU A lasftrata, or, The
ANTIQUITIES of ANCIENT BRITAIN,
derived from the Pheenicians, &c. The Firft Volume : By Aylett
Sammes, of Chrift's Colledge in Cambridge ; fince, of the lnner
Temple.London, printed by Tho.Roycroft for the Au:hor,1676.

#FHE Learned and Curious Undertaker of this great Work

hath endeavour’d, in this his Firft Volume, toattribure,with
the Worthy Bochart , the firft difcovery of Britain to the Phent-
cians, and to make a Geyman Nation, and not the Gauls, the firlt

Planters of the fame,and to impute that great agreement which was

Lerween the Ancient Britains and Gasls, in point of Language

and Cuftomes, not to their being originally the fame People, but

zo the joynt entertainment of Commerce with the Phenicians, the
ancient and great Navigators throughout the World.

From this Commerce with the Phewnicians he doth with much
probability deduce the Original Trade of this Ifland , the Names

wf Places,Offices, and Dignities, as a.fo the Language, Manners.
Idolarry,
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Idolatry , and other Cuftomes of the Primitive Inhabitants 4 iilu-
ftrating many Oid Monuments out of approved Greckand Latin
Authors ; and delivering withal a Chronological Hiffory of this
Kingdom, from the firft Traditional Beginmng , untii the Year of
our Lord 8co, when the Name of Britainm was changed into that of
Langland: All with great induftry and care coileéted cut of the
belt Authors that could give light herein, and difpofed in a Letter
Method than kitherto ;5 together with the Antiquities of the Sax-
ons as well as Phaenicians, Greeks and Komans. Before all which is
prefixed a Curious Map of the Arcient World, reprefenting to
us, as’twerc inone view , the Progre(s of the Pheatcians in their
remste voyages, and the Countries which they difcover’d,tcgether
wish the Nawes by them impofed on them; of all which particu-
lars a large explication is fubjoyned.

Toobferve fome of the things that are modt {utable with the
Nature of thefe Tralts ; I fhali firlt take notice of that Iuqguiry,
Wiether Brstain was ever part of the Continent? Which he an-
fwersby enervating :hie Arguments that have been bicherto alledg-
ed by flourifhing Authors 3 amoog which he examines that -wiih
moft follicitude, which from the hkenels of the Soil concludes a
Conjunétionof Earih; and fhews , thatin truth it was nothing
more but the fame Vein of ground which ran ander water from one
Country to another ; which he illuftrates and eonfirms from Phi-
lofophical Confiderations.

Secondly, 1 fhall taie notice of themoft ancien: Philofuphica!
Order of peoplein Britain, the Bards, a Phanician appelation of
men, who in Poetical ftrains were wont to fing not oaly of (i
Praifes of the Gods, the Effence and Immortality of theScul, the
Vercues of Great Mer,but a'fo of the Works of Nature,the Courfe
of Cceleftial Bodies, and the Order and Harmeny of the Sphaces ;
though afterwards by their degeneracy they pave the advantage o
the Druids to get the upper hand of them; who yet norwich-
ftanding, did not abolith all the Cuftomes and Do&rines of the
Bards, but retained the moft ufeful parts of thew, of whichthare!
the Immortality of the Soul was one; to which they added the
Sou's Tranfmigration, according to the opinion of Lyharoras; a-
bouc whofe time, ora littic after, *tis believed tha: the Greeks -
tered this [{land.  Thele Dyuids had, after the Bards, a governmen:
that was univerfal over the whole Country, as well in Civil afiaise,
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as in Religion.; and they were exempt both from the fervices of
War, and from paying any Taxes; by which [mmunities many
were invited to enter themfelves into that Order and Difcipline,

Whatitis, that engaged themto have the Oak in fo great venerati-
on,is not o eafie to determine. It feews,this Orderof men wasin fo
grcat reputation, that the Ganls, though tiey had tiemfelves Dru-
#ds in their Country, yet fent their Children into gritain, to be
inftrudted in the Myfteries of the Druids here.

Thirdly, I cannot pafs-by the Obfervation, which our Author
maketh, p.419. & feq. wviz. That, asthe Britains were originally
a Branch of that Nauon, véd. the Gzmbri | a people of Germany,
who ancien:ly came and feated themfelves in Britain; fo the
Sazcons, that were invited hither aftera revolutionof {o many & zes
from that time, werea true branchof thofe very Cimbrz, that had
feated themfelves fo long ago before them in this [fland.  Nor
need it to be wonder'd, that, if the Ancient Eritains,and the later
Saxons be derived from the fame ftock (the Crmére.) they fhould
underftand nothing of each otiiers ianguagpe at t7e Saxons entrance:
For, the continuance of Time, and the mixture of the Britains
with the Phanicians, Gracians, Gaulsand Rompans, in feveral ages,
was the caufe of that difference; though itis not to bedoubted
but that there are many words in the Brizgh tongue which agree
with the Saxon, and which in probability they had in ule long be-
fore the arrival of the Saxons thamfelves,

Errata in Numb. 123.

P81t Beginning the Twelfsh year, for Eleventh s which was an unhappy over-
fight , ibid.d 18.redrehimedis, ib.L23ure Pinetum 5 p.§92.1. 25, jluce, add, or Cratatry
whare theywere born or educared 5 p.§53.0s4. for remote vo Roman, ib. lo1ger, Ferefhs
in Germary, ib 1,26, oy Feackfin, 5 p§Sq.l 1S mure tntricatey ib. 1 24 10 Bufeuve
for Bifcay, 1b.e25.neapart from, 1b).32.r.wbohave recovded; po$96. 1, g.ore Wheols
Sarometery ib.L224r envy inus 3 p.§64. 51ir.a Secretisy piST74 1.4 T Vinetum,
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